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My concern continues to be that 

too many clubs have lost their 

focus on service.  Several of 

the clubs in the District are fo-

cused on fund raising alone 

without a connection to hands-

on service projects.  Although   

making donations to various 

charities is important, it is just 

as important to engage in at 

more service projects. 

I believe that the loss of hands-

on service to the community has 

contributed directly to the    

decline in members.  Successful 

Lions clubs need to have a 

sense of helping others.  We 

need to continue to focus on 

getting our clubs engaged in 

service projects as well as fund 

raising  projects.  Clubs that 

gain members are engaged in 

service in the community. 

Although we were unable to 

secure enough individuals in  

the district to commit to an LCI 

extension training program, we 

are moving forward with a 

planned extension program in 

the fall of 2009.  IPDG Jay 

Wells, DGE Jim Hartman, and  

I met to identify areas of the 

district for adding new clubs 

and rebuilding several clubs.  

We are planning an extension 

program in October and we 

will need twenty Lions to make 

this happen.   All clubs will re-

ceive additional information on 

the extension project in August. 

 
Message continued on page 5. 

As we bring the 2008-

2009 Lions year to a close, 

this will be my last column 

as your District Governor.  

In summary, I would char-

acterize the past year as a 

year of not only significant 

challenges but also signifi-

cant opportunities.  Being 

optimistic, I set forth some 

ambitious goals and objec-

tives for the new Lions 

year.  The goals ad-

dressed such issues as 

reaching out into the com-

munity, telling the Lions 

story throughout our com-

munities, engaging in more 

hands-on service projects, 

and increasing membership 

in all clubs throughout the 

district. 

I certainly enjoyed the 

privilege of meeting so 

many dedicated Lions as I 

visited the clubs throughout 

the District.  I appreciate 

the openness of Lions as 

we discussed various issues 

impacting Lionism within 

the District.  Your hospital-

ity was exceptional. 

Regardless of membership 

statistics, the service 

through Lionism is found in 

the local club.  That is 

where service begins.  I 

applaud all Lions ð 

òEveryday Heroesó ð    

who support community 

service projects and con-

duct fundraisers that     

provide financial support 

for Lions projects. 

Although we had 21 clubs 

induct 61 new members to 

date, we have had 26 

clubs drop 111 members 

for a net loss of 40 mem-

bers.  Currently, we have 

42 clubs (that is 2 fewer 

than last year) with 997 

members; however, 50% of 

our clubs have less than 20 

members and almost half 

of those clubs have less 

than 10 members.  As we 

look to the future, we need 

to seriously address the 

declining number of Lions. 

Although I have addressed 

the issue of declining mem-

bership during my club visi-

tations, I emphasized the 

purpose of Lionism ð to 

serve.  During our candid 

discussions, I consistently 

stated that the loss of  

members is not just a    

statistical issue.  It creates 

the inability for us to serve 

our communities and to  

assist those individuals who 

are in need. 

District Governorõs Message 



Many District 14-B delegates 

attended the PA State     

Convention in Camp Hill,  

May 14-17.   

In addition to attending the 

many training sessions and 

fun banquets and mixers,   

the district held its caucus to 

nominate its officers for  

2009-2010. 

 

New Officer Team 

Elected 

Three 14-B district Lions were 

nominated by the caucus 

and elected by the dele-

gates to assume office in 

July. 

PDG James Hartman will 

again lead the district as 

District Governor for 2009

-2010.  A member of the 

West Mifflin Lions Club, 

Jim will be formerly in-

stalled as DG at the Inter-

national Convention in Min-

neapolis, MN this July.  

Lion Mary Jane Keller will 

become our 1st Vice Dis-

trict Govern 

in July.  A 

member of 

the White 

Oak Lions, 

Mary Jane 

recently 

served as 

Region 2, 

Zone B 

Chair. 

Taking office as 2nd Vice 

District Governor is Lion Geof-

frey Temple, a member of the 

Pleasant Hills Lions Club.  

Geoff recently served as  

Region 2, Zone A Chair. 

We hope that all Lions in Dis-

trict 14-B will support our new 

officer team as they take on 

the responsibility of leading 

the district.  They need all of 

us to help grow Lionism in 

District 14-B.   

 

DGE Jim Receives Pin at 

Officer Installation 

Although he wonõt become 

District Governor until the  

International Convention,  

PDG Jim was installed as DGE 

on Sunday, May 17 at the 

District Governors Electsõ  

Honors Banquet.  DG John 

presented the pin to DGE Jim 

at the dinner.   

District Well Represented at State Convention 
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PHOTO CAPTIONS: 
 

 

1. New Officer Team 

for 2009-2010:  2nd 

VDG Geoff Temple, 

DG Jim Hartman and 

1st VDG Mary Jane 

Keller. 
 

2. District 14-B Lions 

gather after caucus 

meeting to celebrate 

new officer team. 
 

3. DG John and Lion 

Elaine present the 

District Governor Pin  

to DGE Jim. 
 

4. DG John 

congratulates DGE Jim. 
 

5. Three generations  

of DGs: DGE Jim,        

SCC Jay Wells and 

current DG John. 
 

6. SCC Jay and Lion 

Nancy with DG John 

and Lion Elaine. 
 

7. Incoming PA State 

Council gathers for a 

photo. DGE Jim is 

second from right in 

the back row. 
 

8. Central Elizabeth 

King Lion John Case  

enjoys the food at    

the mixer while      

PDG Harold Fletcher 

looks on. 
 

9. Central Elizabeth 

PDG Joe Donkin. 
 

10. Jefferson Hills Lion 

Domenick Nero and 

Pleasant Hills Lion 

Geoff Temple. 
 

11. Central Elizabeth 

Lion and District Tail 

Twister Jim Emery is 

glad to see DG John. 
 

12. DG John and Lion 

Elaine relax at the 

mixer. 
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THANKS TO THE 
LIONS OF 14-B 

 

During the May 30th 
Cabinet Meeting,   
DG John thanked 
the cabinet for their 
support, and 
celebrated a great 
year with lunch and 
a òThank Youó cake.  
 

DG John would like 
to òthank all of the 
Lions of 14-B for 
everything you did  
to support Lionism 
this year.  Please 
continue to provide 
service to your 
community and to 
those in need.ó 

State Convention Necrology Honors Deceased Lions 

Over the next few months, 

DG John and the Zone 

Chairs will distribute the 

roses and brochures to 

clubs so they can present 

them to the Lionsõ families.   

On Friday evening, May 15, 

the deceased Lions of Penn-

sylvania were honored at the 

annual Necrology Service. 

Seventeen District 14-B Lions 

who passed away between 

January and December 2008 

were remembered during the 

ceremony. 

DG John and Lion Elaine  

received 17 silk roses and 

brochures during the        

Necrology service. 

The service was moving and 

honored our departed Lions 

very well. 

The 17 Lions honored from 

our district are listed below. 

2009-2010 CABINET  
REORGANIZATION  

MEETING 
IS JULY 25. 

 

DGE Jim Hartman 
has scheduled the 

reorganization 
meeting for 

Saturday, July 25  
at 9:00 AM at the 
Western PA School 
for Blind Children.  

Please RSVP to 
Activities Chair 
Alison Weber  
by July 22nd. 

The BrainPort has passed 

research and is currently in 

clinical trials with veterans 

who have been blinded in 

combat, but the cost is ap-

proximately $18,200 per 

unit and training.  The PA 

Lions Sight Conservation & 

Eye Research Foundation 

has provided funding for 

two units and the district  

has requested a grant from 

Lions Clubs Internal Founda-

tion for $200,000 to fund 

additional units.  

The district will support this 

initiative and the cabinet 

has expressed interest in 

adopting this program to 

Exciting research and clini-

cal trials are underway at 

the UMPC Eye Center, Eye 

and Ear Institute and the 

Lions are helping to fund 

this innovative program. 

òArtificial Visionó may seem 

like fantasy or a sci-fi 

movie, but it is becoming a 

reality with the BrainPort 

device. 

The device has a camera 

that is attached to a per-

sonõs head with a sensor 

that is placed on the 

tongue.  The tongue is able 

to receive visual senses from 

the brain, and turn that into 

a type of visual function for 

blind or near-blind persons. 

support these veterans as 

they go through the program.  

We will provide more details 

in the coming months. 

DG John Frombach and PDG 

Jack Schimmel are working 

with Major General (Ret.) 

Gale Pollock, who is also a 

Lion, on this program.  She    

is the executive director of 

the nationõs first Center for 

Ocular Regeneration and 

Vision Restoration, a partner-

ship between the Dept. of 

Ophthalmology at the     

University of Pittsburgh, the 

UPMC Health System and  

the McGowan Institute.  Lion 

Gale recently transferred to 

the Shadyside-Squirrel Hill   

Lions Club. 

 

District to Partner with UPMC on BrainPort Clinical Trials 

George R. Meyer ñ Bethel Park  

James Vennebush ñ Boston-Greenrock-Mt. Vernon 

Samuel Caruso ñ Central Elizabeth Township  

Norma Smith ñ Elizabeth  

Michael Vacsulka ñ Forest Hills  

Andrew Hrehocik ñ Glassport  

Jack Spelman ñ Homestead District  

Ronald Becket ñ McKeesport  

John Novisky ñ Pittsburgh Grandview  

Brother Michael Phillips ñ Pittsburgh Oakland  

Richard Lewis ñ Pleasant Hills 

Lewis Ondis II ñ Pleasant Hills 

Keith Stollar ñ Pleasant Hills 

Frank Sicilia ñ Sto-Ken-Rox  

Eugene Dougherty ñ Upper St. Clair Township  



2009-2010 PEACE POSTER 

KITS ARE AVAILABLE 

With the success of Dis-

trict 14-Bõs first Interna-

tional Merit Award win-

ner last year,  we hope 

that many more clubs 

use this program to con-

nect with schools in their 

area.  Sponsored by the 

Bloomfield-Lawrenceville 

Club, Lydia Fromlakõs 

poster (shown above) 

took that prize. 

This yearõs theme is òThe 

Power of Peaceó and is 

open to students ages   

11, 12 or 13 by Novem-

ber 15.  The kits can be 

ordered on the Lions In-

ternational website by 

October 1.  Each club 

must have their entry 

into the District Governor 

by November 15 for 

judging at that level.  

For more information, 

contact Peace Poster 

Chair Mary Jane Keller. 
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5.We have increased aware-

ness of Lions-sponsored pro-

jects through speakers at 

club meetings and through 

the District Newsletter which 

has resulted in increased 

support and contributions to 

those programs. 

6.We began the development 

and implementation of a PR 

program to communicate to 

the general public through 

various media sources in-

cluding the Internet. 

7.We have rebuilt the district 
website with a link for every 
club in the District.  We must 
continue to utilize the Inter-
net to promote Lionism. 

 

Any success in the District does 

not begin or end with the term 

of the District Governor. There 

were many individuals who 

contributed to the success we 

have seen this year.  There is 

an anonymous quote, òIt is 

amazing how much you can 

accomplish when it doesn't 

matter who gets the credit.ó   

I certainly appreciate the 

support and enthusiasm of  

the members of the District 

Cabinet.  The Cabinet ap-

proved several initiatives for 

the future. 

The progress that we made 

Although we have faced 

numerous challenges ð espe-

cially in service and member-

ship ð we are engaged in 

several new opportunities 

which I will briefly share: 

1.We are in the process of 

chartering a new Leos Club 

through the Tarentum Lions 

Club. 

2.We are in the process of 

organizing a new club at 

the Eye and Ear Institute at 

the University of Pittsburgh 

Medical Center.  We an-

ticipate that we will organ-

ize this club by August 

2009. 

3.Through cooperative ef-

forts with the Eye Care 

Center at the Eye and Ear 

Institute, we are develop-

ing a program that will 

permit clubs to refer indi-

viduals to for treatment  

for vision disorders and 

corrective lenses at a very 

low cost. 

4.Because of the success of 

Lydia Fromlak in the Peace 

Poster Contest in District  

14-B, we have several new 

clubs that are working to 

establish the Peace Poster 

program with schools in 

their communities. 

together during my term as 

District Governor will become 

the foundation for the  new 

District Leadership under DG 

Jim Hartman, 1st Vice District 

Governor Mary Jane Keller, 

and 2nd Vice District Governor 

Geoffrey Temple.  I will con-

tinue to work with them as we 

build and expand Lionism 

District 14-B. 

As we face the challenges 

and seek new opportunities in 

2009-2010, President Jimmy 

Carter, who is a Lion and 

served as District Governor in 

Georgia, has said, òIf you 

have a task to perform and 

are vitally interested in it, 

excited and challenged by it, 

then you will exert maximum 

energy. But in the excitement, 

the pain of fatigue dissipates, 

and the exuberance of what 

you hope to achieve over-

comes the weariness.ó 

Let us face the challenges and 

tasks before us with excite-

ment and exuberance as we 

promote service of Lionism.  

 
Yours in Lionism, 

 
DG John 

District Governorõs Message (Continued from page 1) 

PA Lions Appreciation Day at Beacon Lodge is July 19 

10:00 with a barbeque 

chicken lunch from 11:00-2:00 

for $8 per person.   Reserva-

tions for lunch along with 

payment must be received 

by July 10.  

The sixth annual Great Duck 

Race post time is 12:30. You 

Sunday, July 19, is 

òPennsylvania Lions Appre-

ciation Dayó, which recog-

nizes all Lions, Lionesses and 

Leos for their outstanding 

support of the Beacon Lodge 

Program. 

Events and tours begin at 

can buy a duck for $5 and 

win cash prizes.  Beacon 

Lodge Board President PDG 

Dennis McCarthy (pictured at 

right) will lead the duck race.  

At 2:00, a program recogniz-

ing the Lions and featuring the 

campers will begin. 
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PASSING OF THE BANNER IS SEPTEMBER 9TH 

Please mark your calendars.  The Whitehall Community Lions Club will pass on 

the District Governor Home Club Banner to the West Mifflin Lions Club on 

Wednesday, September 9, at the Royal Place Restaurant on Route 88 in 

Whitehall.  The dinner meeting will begin at 6:30, followed by the program.  

The Whitehall Club has been proud to hang the banner at their meetings and 

events in honor of DG John Frombach.  The West Mifflin Club will now have 

the privilege to display it in honor of their home club DG Jim Hartman.    

MERL TEAM  

MEMBERS NEEDED! 

The District still has 

openings for chairs of 

three positions on the 

new MERL Team: 

Membership, 

Extension and 

Retention. DG John 

will be Leadership 

Chair and Lion Alice 

Jones has accepted 

Family-Womenõs 

Membership Chair. 

Could you fill one of 

the open roles?  If so, 

call DG John and 

volunteer.   

 

WTAE-TV Anchors Kelly 

Frye and Mike Clark, our 

auctioneers, were able to 

keep the bidding going, 

raising a lot of money for 

the foundation. 

Lions Auction for Diabetes Raises $17,000 

Thanks to all of the Lions 

Clubs that supported the 

auction by donating baskets 

and other prizes, and to 

those who attended and 

òspent a little moneyó bid-

ding on the items. 

The total raised is not yet 

finalized, but Lion Michelle 

Matuch reports that it should 

be about $17,000, topping 

last yearõs efforts. 

What a night of bidding and 

raising money for the Lions 

Auction for Diabetes to 

benefit the McKeesport Hos-

pital Foundation Lions Diabe-

tes Fund.  Over 260 people 

attended the auction spon-

sored by Lions of 14-B and 

14-E at the Youghiogheny 

Country Club. 

There were over 30 Chinese 

Auction baskets, lots of silent 

auction items plus 34 live 

auction items for bidding. 

The live auction was both 

productive and fun.  Our 

auctioneers for the evening 

were WTAE-TV morning 

news anchors Kelly Frye and 

Mike Clark.  Both were ex-

pert in getting everyone to 

raise the bids.  We really 

appreciate their help in mak-

ing the auction so successful. 

 
 
 
 

Lion Mary Jane Keller,    

Region 2, Zone B Chair and 

co-chair of the event, got the 

auction rolling.  

14-E DG Barry Miller and   

14-B DG John Frombach  

present McKeesport Hospital 

Foundation Executive Director 

Lion Michelle Matuch with a 

certificate from Lions Interna-

tional President Al Brandel, in 

honor of Michelleõs efforts on 

behalf of the Lions Auction  

for Diabetes. 

CORRECTION 
 

It was reported in error in 
the May newsletter that 
the foundation gave 
$15,000 in 2007 to    
support residents in need 
of diabetes medication 
and supplies.  The actual  
figure was $29,000.  We 
apologize for the error. 
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UPCOMING CLUB FUNDRAISERS 
 

June 21 ð Oakmont Lions Car Show,    
Riverside Park from 10:00-4:00. $7 per car; 
spectators $3 adults, $2 students. For infor-
mation call 412-364-1921 or 412-828-4951. 
 
July 1 ð Homestead Lions Golf Scramble. 
For information call, 412-462-6517. 
 
August 1 ð Monroeville Lions Golf   
Scramble at Manor Valley Golf Course    
starting at 11:00. $75 per golfer, July 24 
deadline. For information call Harvey Bain at         
412-373-2472 or Bob Irr at 412-856-4709. 
 

LIONS SPONSORED FARMERS MARKETS 
 
Pleasant Hills ð Thursdays 3:30-7:00 at 
Pleasant Hills Community Presbyterian 
Church parking lot. 
 
Monroeville ð Saturday mornings starting 
at 9:00 at Gateway High School parking lot. 
 
Central Elizabeth Lions 52/250 Raffle.    
Tickets are $60 and can be paid in three  
installments.  Cost includes a weekly chance 
for $30 based on Saturday night PA Lottery, 
admission to the annual banquet with open 
bar for one (guest tickets are $20), and    
additional chances to win cash and other 
prizes at the banquet. For tickets and infor-
mation contact John Case at 412-233-2903 
or 412-414-1766. 

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS 

 

 

Left to right:  PDG Jim Brubaker, Lions Chuck Snyder and Paul Blake. 

The Pleasant Hills Lions Club team received trophies for participat-

ing in the Golden Triangle Council for the Blind 10-Pin Challenge held 

at the Playmore Lanes on May 16.   Fundraising Chair Barnie 

Newland hopes more clubs will participate next year. 

Welcome New Lions  

The following clubs have reported new Lions 

Club members: 

Monroeville Lions ñ  Bill Leech 

Shadyside Squirrel Hill Lions ñ  Gale Pollock 

Mt. Lebanon Lions ñ James Martin, Kathleen 

Rosborough and Eric Milliron 

District 14-B welcomes these new Lions.  Let us 

know if your club has inducted new members   

so we can welcome them in The Cauldron. 

 

 

 

DG John Frombach and Melvin 

Jones recipient Lion Ed Espy. 
 

The Whitehall Community Lions 

Club celebrated their 60th Anniver-

sary at their Charter Night Banquet 

on May 27th.  The evening featured  

a resolution from the Whitehall     

Borough Council, installation of the 

new officers, Lions service awards and    

the presentation of the Melvin Jones 

Award to Lion Ed Espy, who has been 

a Lion for nearly 23 years.  The club 

also presented scholarship awards to 

two Baldwin High School students, 

Leah Grosse and Jordan Greer. 

Whitehall Borough Mayor 

James Nowalk presents King 

Lion Steven Hvozdovich  a  

resolution recognizing the clubõs 

service to the community. 

PLEASE SEND PHOTOS, ARTICLES AND EVENTS FOR PUBLICATION                     
to ecfrombach@comcast.net.  Deadline for July is June 30. 



District Governor  

John W. Frombach 

Pennsylvania District 14-B 

Lions Clubs International 

4373 E. Lawnview Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA  15227 

Phone: 412-882-3926 

Cell: 412-956-3940 

Fax: 412-882-4847 

E-mail: jwfrombach@comcast.net 

 

Visit our new, 

improved website 

at itõs new address: 

www.14blions.com 

 

  

  DISTRICT EVENTS DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

    July 19 ñ  Beacon Lodge Pennsylvania Lions Appreciation Day 

 

    July 25 ñ District 14-B 2009-2010 Cabinet Reorganization Meeting 
 

 

 

  LIONS INTERNATIONAL EVENTS DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

    July 6-10ñ  International Convention, Minneapolis, MN 

 

    September 23-26 ñ USA/Canada Forum, Memphis, TN 
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